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Friday 25th May 2018 
From Mrs May 

We had a lovely start to the week. Hala Al-Hindawi (KS2 mum) and Yogi Deogan (KS1 and nursery 
mum) came to assembly to present gifts from Friends of Longwood to every class in the school and 
nursery. Our youngest nursery classes received baskets of natural resources. Cherry, FT, FW and FS 
received games and toys to add to their class resources. KS1 and KS2 received colourful, 
weatherproof cushions to use in the playground and secret garden. Everyone was very grateful and 
the children approved of the choices that staff had made on their behalf. It has been great to get 
some extras, over and above what is provided as a matter of course. Thank you to our wonderful FoL 
for organising events which are fun for the children and also raise money 
for exciting extras.  
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Yesterday, KS1 and KS2 presented a gymnastics display 

to many of their parents. It was wonderful to see the 

children’s skills, which have developed well since last 

year, and also to see their creativity. We all enjoyed 

watching the older children interpret a variety of well-

known fairy tales in a physical way. Well done to all 

the children for earning certificates during their 

lessons over the year. We are lucky to have such 

fantastic sports facilities for us to use and also such 

lovely, competent instructors. 

Here is a flavour of the morning. There are many more 

photographs on the website. (My apologies that they 

are all quite dark; the lighting isn’t great there!) 
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From Mr Livesey 

Early Years Hertfordshire advisors visit to nursery on 14th May 2018 

In our feedback meeting with the advisors, it was good to hear the following: 

 Leaders at Longwood are evidently committed to improvement. 

 Staff teamwork and communication is excellent. 

 There are confident and professional staff. 

 There are robust systems in place to ensure the nursery runs smoothly. 

 All the children are happy to be with and know their different group staff well. 

 Staff are very aware of the needs of the children, promoting a safe environment. 

 There are good partnerships between Longwood, parents, Hertfordshire and other support 

services. 

 The children behave well, respect different cultures and say their ‘thank yous’. 

We have been advised to explore more with different natural materials to create curiosity, as well as 

enrich activities and conversation for the children; having less teacher led activities and letting the 

children explore. We will let the children choose more of what they want to play with, and how they 

play with it. 

We are therefore exploring each nursery group to create larger messy play areas, and have already 

purchased natural wooden toys, balancing equipment, play equipment, wicker baskets and materials 

including dried large fruit and vegetables, shells, ribbons, baskets, and other art and craft 

equipment.  

We would also like your help with further developing a greater sensory experience for the children 

by bringing in the following from home: metal sweet or biscuit tins, small cardboard boxes from 

toothpaste /biscuits / teabags, or any natural materials that we could use in creative activities to 

explore textures, colours and sounds. 

New play area outside Apple and Cherry 

The children were absolutely delighted to explore their exciting new play area for the first time this 

week. There is a long soft surface roadway, all weather grass surface, tyre climbing areas, a tunnel, a 

bridge, play houses, bikes and trikes, a mud play kitchen, and sand and water equipment. We all 

wish to thank Keith and Richard, our caretakers, who landscaped and constructed the site for us, as 

well as Mr Lynch (a nursery parent) for supplying the tyres. 
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Information for those parents whose children are in receipt of grant funding and attend Longwood 

term time only  

Our summer term duration is 10 weeks.  Hertfordshire gives grant funding for 13 weeks. Therefore, 

you are entitled to 3 weeks of 15 hours (or 30 hours) and this can be taken during the weeks 

commencing 9th July, 16th July and 23rd July. 

Please complete a Holiday Scheme form nearer the time. These will be available to download from 

our website, a couple of weeks before the end of term.  The forms will be clear as to how to use the 

hours to fit in with our holiday scheme sessions. 

If you have any queries please email me accounts@longwoodschool.co.uk  

Karin Haylock 

mailto:accounts@longwoodschool.co.uk
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Rounders With Edge Grove School 

Yesterday afternoon, the year 3, 4 & 5 girls joined the Edge Grove girls for an afternoon of rounders. 

The teams were mixed up, and everyone enjoyed a non-competitive game, learning and practising 

new skills along the way. We all loved the tea afterwards too! 

Packed Lunches 

This is a reminder that if you have opted for your child to bring in packed lunches on Mondays and 

Fridays, please do not forget to send one in on the first day back after half term. 

Congratulations 

 Kai (UKS2) came to show me a piece of homework that he did of his own accord over the 

weekend. As part of the UKS2 topic on electricity, he researched which elements are good 

insulators. He went on to find out why graphite, although it is a non-metal, can conduct 

electricity and why diamond, which is also only made of carbon atoms, is not a good 

conductor. This is very high-level science for a Year 6 pupil. Well done, Kai. 

 Reyah (KS1) has also been doing extra work at home. She hunted around her house for right 

angles and drew pictures of 16 that she found. This was a great extension of her class work 

and is yet another example of someone going above and beyond with her learning. I am 

proud of you, Reyah! 

 Ethan (LKS2) wrote a very clever story this week. He imagined that he was a cocoa bean and, 

using facts that he had previously researched about how chocolate is made, created a plot 

which was about to end in disaster, when suddenly… well, you’ll have to read it for 

yourselves! Great job, Ethan. 

 Well done to Kian (LKS2) who was sent to me with his French exercise book. He had written 

out the verb “Avoir”, conjugated it all correctly and illustrated it with a monster and a 

princess – you’ll have to find out from Kian or Madame why! Très bien, Kian! 

 Congratulations to Amelia MD (UKS2) for writing an excellent set of instructions about how 

to make slime. Here work was very clear and concise and, although I have never made slime 

before (I know, hard to believe), I feel that I could now. Well done, Amelia. 

 Paige (LKS2) prepared a PowerPoint presentation at home, of her own free will, to entertain 

and test her classmates. They studied rivers last term and Paige reminded them of some 

facts and then asked a number of questions. Miss Cowan was very impressed! 

 Corrin (FW) made a kite at home in the shape of a butterfly, after learning all about 

butterflies and kites at school. This is what we like to see – true mastery of skills and 

concepts. Well done, Corrin. 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 6th June 7.30 pm at school FoL meeting All welcome. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 7th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm 

FS trip to Kew 
Gardens 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £21. 

Thursday 7th June –  
cancelled 

Edge Grove. 
Leaving 
Longwood at 2pm 
and returning at 
4pm. 

Year 2/3 girls 
rounders match 

Parent volunteer drivers 
needed please. 

Friday 8th June Leave school at 
8.30, return at 
3.30pm 

LKS2 trip to Chiltern 
Open Air Museum 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £35. 

Friday 8th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm 

KS1 trip to 
Rickmansworth 
Waterways Museum 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £18. 

Monday 11th – Friday 
15th June 

All week Science week – lots 
of exciting things 
going on 

Mad science experiments, a 
falconry visit, kite flying and 
all things to do with flight. 
The cost of this week is £23 
for UKS2, LKS2 and KS1, £18 
for FS, £4 for FT & FW. 

Wednesday 13th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm 

FS-UKS2 trip to RAF 
Museum 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is included in 
Science Week (above). 

Thursday 14th June 7pm in 
classrooms 

Moving up meetings 
if your child is 
moving into a new 
school class in 
September. 

This is a chance to meet the 
teacher and find out some 
preliminary information 
about next year. 

If your child is moving into FT, FW, FW, year 1, year 3 or year 5 in September, you are requested 
to attend this meeting. Children who will be in year 3 or year 5 in September are welcome to 
attend too. Please fill in the form attached to this newsletter and return it to the school office. 

Friday 15th June School hall  Mini Disco 5.30-6.30 for FT/FW/FS  

Friday 15th June School hall Main Disco 7-9pm for KS1 & KS2 

Tuesday 19th June – 
Friday 22nd June 

4 days UKS2 trip to France Letters and forms were 
emailed this week. 

Tuesday 26th June Morning – time to 
be confirmed 

KS2 Swimming Gala KS2 parents invited to watch 

Thursday 28th June Sports at 11am. 
Picnic at 12pm 

Preschool sports day All parents and friends 
welcome to watch games 
and share a picnic lunch 

Thursday 28th June Picnic at 12pm. 
Sports at 12.45. 
Prize giving at 
3.30ish 

Main school sports 
day 

All parents and friends 
welcome to share a picnic 
lunch and watch games and 
races. Prize giving at 3.30pm 

There will be ice-creams and lollies for sale on the playground after sports day. This will be strictly 
cash only so please make sure you have some. If you are not attending, but would like your child 
to have an ice-cream, please make sure your child has some cash. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 29th June 9.00, school hall FS class assembly Parents welcome. 

Friday 29th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm.  

FT & FW trip to 
Woodside Park 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £18 

If your child does not attend on Fridays, they may still take part in this trip. Please contact your 
class teacher. 

Saturday 30th June 12-3pm in the 
school grounds 

Longwood Fete Open to all nursery and 
school family and friends 

Tuesday 3rd July 9.05, school hall FT class assembly Parents welcome 

Thursday 5th July 9.05, school hall FW class assembly Parents welcome 

Thursday 5th July 6pm at school Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All KS2 children to attend. 
Parents and friends all 
welcome. 

Sunday 16th Sept Cassiobury Park, 
12pm onwards 

FoL family picnic Bring your own picnic. Come 
and have fun. 

Thursday 4th Oct 7pm Open Evening This is for prospective 
parents. Please spread the 
word. 

Friday 12th Oct 7.30pm, school 
hall 

FoL Quiz Night More details soon, but 
please hold the date. 

 


